40 8       TO THE PRINCES AND THEIR PEOPLE

were brutally assaulted with sticks and beaten. At another place,
goondas caught hold of Prahaladrai Modi, pleader of Bhavragar,
and released him only -when they knew that he was not Praja Mandal
wolker. Bhogilal Gandhi was threatened with death by goonda
armed with naked sword. Manubhai Thakkar was given one lathi
blow. Goondas are shouting before Praja Mandal office. Batch
of goondas headed by Tapubha of Siani, who is State servant and
who beat Praja Mandal volunteers in Siani two days before, have
stationed themselves outside Sthanakvasi bhojanshala where peasants
from villages are sleeping. They threaten anybody who comes
out with death. Different batches of goondas are marching streets.
Practically, state of siege amounting to virtual martial law by State
prevails. People feel that State is responsible for this. Narubha,
Superintendent of Police, was seen talking with some of these
by respectable people. Many peasants are forcibly brought from
villages and made to parade streets in processions headed by these
goondas. People have adopted remarkably non-violent attitude
and have decided to suffer anything for asseiting their right to meet
in Parishad."

I have since learnt that Durbar Gopaldas Desai and
bis wife Bh-aktiba were surrounded by the same gentlemen
described In the message. Both suffered minor injuries.
The goondas had the satisfaction for a time of preventing
the meeting of the Ps-rishad.

I have no reason whatsoever for disbelieving the mes-
sages which describe the events with a wealth of detail
that carries conviction. What is more, they ate sent by
parties whom I hold to be incapable of conscious exaggera-
tion 01 of invention.

In spite of this lawlessness, the reformers 'will win if
they have grit enough to be ground to the dust, and if they
really represent the wishes of the people. The public out-
side will help them. The Paramount Power is also bound
by treaty obligations to help them, as has been amply
proved by Pyarelal in the extracts produced from Lee
Warner. But let the safyagrahis know that salvation comes
from within. They -will have to lose all, if they will save
their souls and gain the freedom -which is their birth-right.